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EDITOR’S NOTE
CONTRIBUTORS
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I’m thrilled to see this tale of two cities
unfold. If you haven’t been back to
Waterville recently, you should come
see it. Main Street is now testimony to
what can be accomplished with vision,
collaboration, and capital. And proof
that optimism, joined with all three,
can be a force for amazing change.
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In the 1970s Main Street was lined
with stores and restaurants, and the
sidewalks were filled with shoppers.
Levine’s, Dunhams of Maine, Peter
Webber Sports, Stern’s Department
Store, Alvina & Delia, Waterville
Hardware. Barber shops, shoe stores,
jewelers. The mills were humming, jobs
were plentiful, and paychecks were fat.
But one day in 1997, steam abruptly
stopped spewing from the stack at
Kimberly-Clark, across the river. The
paper mill was closed, never to reopen.
The bottom had dropped out.
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Richard Whitecar ’75 (“Down
but Not Out,” P. 68) grew
up in Pennsauken, N.J. and
now resides in Medford, N.J.,
with his wife of 40 years,
Cathy. Despite living with
bipolar disorder for more
than 40 years, he chooses to look on the
bright side. Whitecar believes he has led a full
and rewarding life, and wants others to know
that a good life is possible, even with the
challenge of mental illness.

Not to bore you with a history lesson,
but more and more alumni came to
the city after its heyday. Those who
have known Waterville only in its
economic malaise may be interested to
know where it has been—and where it’s
headed again.

Most of us know that story, or at least
the gist of it. Some $75 million in Colby
investment, and counting, has sparked a
rejuvenation of Waterville’s downtown,
and that, coupled with on-campus
investments and employment, has
pumped more than a billion dollars into
the Maine economy. Private investment
is rolling in. The Lockwood Hotel
and the Paul J. Schupf Art Center are
moving off the drawing board. The new
Waterville isn’t a replica of the past;
it’s a modern version of a small postindustrial city, with education, tech, and
the arts helping to drive commerce.
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Alexander A. Pyles (“A
Football Odyssey,” P. 28)
is a faculty member at the
University of Maryland Philip
Merrill College of Journalism.
A Baltimore resident, he’s
been a politics and sports
editor at the Baltimore Sun, a government
reporter at the Maryland Daily Record, and a
sports reporter for the Wilmington, Del.,
News Journal.

Today’s drive-through passed the
framework of the Lockwood Hotel,
rising at the head of Main Street; people
headed for their offices at Colby-owned
173 Main St.; lights on in Bill & Joan
Alfond Main Street Commons; students
clambering about the Colby Shuttle
bound for morning classes. It brought
to mind another version of a thriving
downtown, the one I came to know
when I arrived in Waterville in 1974.

What followed was a steady decline
as jobs disappeared and workers left.
The result was the downtown that we
came to know in recent years: empty
storefronts, a 5 p.m. exodus, local
leaders—including those from Colby—
working hard to hold up the economy
and people’s spirits. And then, in 2014,
Colby and the Waterville community
stepped up in a big way.
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Bob Keyes (“A New Definition
of American Art,” P. 56)
writes about the arts for the
Portland Press Herald/Maine
Sunday Telegram in Portland,
Maine. He’s won many
national and regional writing
awards, and in 2017 he received an inaugural
Rabkin Prize for Visual Arts Journalism,
recognizing his contributions to the discourse
of the visual culture.

I’ve seen a thriving downtown
Waterville, and I don’t mean only
when I drove through on the way to
Mayflower Hill this morning.
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Sharon Corwin (“Enlisting
Maya Lin,” P. 60) has
served as the Carolyn Muzzy
Director and chief curator of
the Colby College Museum of
Art since 2006. Corwin holds
a bachelor of arts from New
College and a master of arts
and Ph.D. in art history from the University of
California, Berkeley.
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Noah Charney ’02 (“The
Professor Plan,” P. 14) is an
internationally best-selling
author, professor of art
history, and a resident of
Slovenia. He is the author of
the Kindle book Slovenology:
Living and Traveling in the World’s Best Country, and
he maintains the website noahcharney.com.

Gerry Boyle ’78, P’06
Managing Editor
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